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Keeping an Open Dialogue  

Proves Challenging 

Click Here to watch the full  
12 minute video on  YouTube. 

There is no climate crisis, and we’re not in the midst of an 

energy transition either.  Humans and all complex life on 

earth is simply impossible without carbon dioxide hence the 

term carbon pollution is outrageous.  

Carbon dioxide does indeed absorb infrared radiation con-

tributing to warming, but calling carbon dioxide pollution is 

like calling out water and oxygen, the other two irreplaceable 

molecules for life on Earth.  There is no such thing as “clean 

energy” or “dirty energy”.  All energy sources have impacts 

on the world, both positive and negative.  

Energy enables all human activity and is simply too important 

to cheapen the dialogue by using these five deceptive alarmist 

marketing terms.  We can do better than that.  Creditable 

honest dialogue is sadly lacking in today’s discourse.  These 

five terms: 

• Climate Crisis 

• Energy Transition 

• Carbon Pollution 

• Clean Energy 

• Dirty Energy  

Are not only deceptive they are, in fact, destructive decep-

tions.   Destructive because they drive Centrist politicians and 

Regulators to oppose life-critical infrastructure like building 

In mid-January, DEPA CEO Jerry Simmons and Liberty Energy CEO Chris Wright met in Washington DC for a series of scheduled 

congressional office meetings.  The day they arrived Chris launched his new video “Let’s Be Honest” on LinkedIn. In the first mi-

nute and 13 seconds, it was removed from the professional media platform by their policy team.  It was flagged and then removed for 

violating LinkedIn’s community policies under the heading “False and Misleading Content”.  In LinkedIn’s posted policy they state 

“We also remove or label content that contains disputed claims relating to sensitive political or socially divisive topics.”    

Below is a transcript of the first minute and 48 seconds of the 

video “Let’s Be Honest”  followed by Chris’ response to  

the Wall Street Journal article on page 2. 

pipelines and natural gas export terminals.  They cause huge 

anxiety in kids squelching the optimism that is so critical to life 

success and they deflect attention away from critical solvable 

problems that  currently lead to 10 million premature deaths 

each year.   Language matters.  Let me cover each one of these 

destructive deceptions briefly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI6EksICMB0&t=73s
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This weekend the WSJ wrote an article on some of my efforts 

to communicate to the public about energy and climate 

change, and LinkedIn’s censorship, then reversal of that cen-

sorship decision.  I am pleased that the WSJ wrote a piece 

about my education efforts as it draws attention to these criti-

cal issues. 

Unfortunately, they titled the article “Energy CEO Fights Cli-

mate Science…”  Quite the opposite, my goal is to make big-

picture learnings from climate science more accessible to the 

public and put them in context with the appropriate tradeoffs 

regarding energy affordability, reliability, and security. 

Presumably, the “fights climate science” comes from the fact 

that an IPCC author said I should be censored for stating false 

conclusions.  Except my comments stating that hurricanes, 

tornadoes, droughts, or floods were not increasing in frequen-

cy or magnitude was correct.  The data backing that up is ref-

erenced in the Bettering Human Lives report released in Au-

gust last year.  In the WSJ article, the authority quoted to rebut 

me only spoke about one, ONE of the claims I made: 

drought.  The IPCC does say that soil moisture deficits are 

increasing, a factor impacted by human activities like farm-

ing.  The IPCC does NOT say that meteorological or hydro-

logical droughts are increasing.  I have no desire to censor the 

quoted IPCC author, but he has his facts wrong in this case. 

Professor Roger Pielke Jr., perhaps the world’s foremost 

scholar on extreme weather trends, has written extensively on 

this topic.  Here is one of his pieces on the IPCC’s work on 

extreme weather: 
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/how-to-understand-the-new-ipcc

-report-1e3 

Here is another on the 2022 year in review: 
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/dont-believe-the-hype 

Below are several links covering many more issues:  What the 

Media Won’t Tell You About . . . 

Hurricanes,   U.S. Heat Waves 

Drought in Western and Central Europe,   Floods 

Engage with Pielke Jr.’s writings if you want to garner a deep-

er understanding of extreme weather data and the gross mis-

handling of this issue, unfortunately, illustrated in this WSJ 

piece. 

Disappointing that the journal would find someone unable to 

get it right on droughts — one tiny topic in my broad 12-

minute video — to justify a headline that I “fight(s) climate 

science.” 

My goal is to short-circuit the media, activists, and politicians 

who thrive on frightening, alarmist climate pronouncements 

that are often at odds with the facts.  In Liberty’s Bettering 

Human Lives report, I wrote a 12-page long section on climate 

change and climate economics along with an extensive list of 

references for the dialogue.  Far from “fighting it,” I want to 

spread a basic understanding of climate change so that we can 

engage in a more sober conversation around the unavoidable 

tradeoffs that must be made on climate goals, our energy sys-

tem, and poverty abatement. 

I thank the journal for writing this piece and stirring dialogue 

on these critical topics. 

Liberty CEO, Chris Wright Responds to WSJ Article 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/energy-ceo-fights-climate-science-and-linkedin-north-face-too-11675522739
https://www.libertyenergy.com/betteringhumanlivesv2/
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/how-to-understand-the-new-ipcc-report-1e3
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/how-to-understand-the-new-ipcc-report-1e3
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/dont-believe-the-hype
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/what-the-media-wont-tell-you-about
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/what-the-media-wont-tell-you-about-9f9
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/series-what-the-media-wont-tell-you
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/series-what-the-media-wont-tell-you-3b0
https://www.libertyenergy.com/betteringhumanlivesv2/
https://www.libertyenergy.com/betteringhumanlivesv2/
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• March 16 

• June 15 

• September 21 

• December 21 

Committee meetings  

are held via Zoom  

at 2:00 pm  

Central Time. 

DEPA Regulatory Committee Meetings 2023 

The iPhone Clean Energy Charging Setting 

Apple’s iOS 16.1 update released last October included a new 

feature called  “Clean Energy Charging”.  It appears this fea-

ture was recently activated by default.  When Clean Energy 

Charging is enabled most user experience significantly slower 

charge times.   

This setting, according to Apple is an opportunity for users to 

reduce their carbon footprint by “selectively charging when 

lower carbon-emission electricity is available.”  Essentially, 

data is gathered in the Optimized Battery Charging feature to 

predict when you typically charge your phone and only allows 

normal charging when there is an abundance of renewable 

energy on the grid.  

With 80% of energy consumption in the US coming from 

hydrocarbons, paired with the intermittent nature of wind and 

solar, it is generous to say there is regularly “an abundance” 

of renewable energy on the grid.  So, essentially the phone 

will only charge at a very slow trickle. 

If you have been wondering why when you are plugged in 

your phone never gets to 100%, this setting is most likely 

turned on.   You don’t need a new phone.  You just need to 

turn this setting off.   

 

Be ready for an opportunity to rethink your slow charge with 

the auto message  “Clean energy charging helps reduce car-

bon footprint” when you switch this setting off. 

This feature is only available in the US right now. 

 

The most political feature on your iPhone 

To turn off the feature, go to Settings > 

Battery > Battery Health & Charging 

and turn off Clean Energy Charging. 
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DC Fly-In 
and Board 

Meeting 
2023 

Tentative Event Agenda 

Wednesday, May 10 

• Noon Board Lunch 

• 12:30 pm Board Meeting 

• 5:30 pm Welcome Reception 

• 7:30 pm Dinner 

Thursday, May 11 

• 7:30 am Group Breakfast 

• 10:00 am Shuttle to the Hill 

• 10:30 am Private room visitors to speak to the group 

• 12:00 pm Lunch 

• 1:00 pm Office Visits 

• 3:30 pm Return to the hotel 

• 5:00 pm Reception 

Other Details 
The Hay Adams Hotel 

800 16th Street NW 

800-4245054 or 202-638-6600 

Room Block Rate expires April 12, 2023 

 

Sponsorships Available 
In order to keep our event free to attend we 

need sponsors to help off set the event costs.  

Please consider assisting.   

 

Sponsorship levels are on our registration 

page, or contact the DEPA office. 

www.depausa.org/DC-Fly-In/ 

May 10 - 11 

Hay Adams Hotel 
Register to Attend Online 

www.depausa.org/DC-Fly-In/ 

 
      Watch for additional  

    agenda information 
     in your email inbox. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The Producer Associations are 

committed to working with EPA 

to craft legally justified regula-

tions that protect the environment 

and do not place unnecessary bur-

dens on the Oil and Gas Industry. 

The Producer Associations pro-

vide the following summary:  

• Fugitive Emissions Moni-

toring of "Low Production 

Wells" Misses the Mark.  

 

EPA's continued focus on 

"component" counts creates a 

number of problems for regulators and the regulated. State 

regulators and owners/operators do not make decisions 

based on component counts. Nonetheless, EPA relies on 

component counts to determine the type and frequency of 

fugitive emissions monitoring. EPA defines four categories 

of sources/sites: a fifth category is needed - an Intermediate 

Well Site. As proposed below, an Intermediate Well Site 

would allow certain wells sites, historically considered to 

be a "low production well", to utilize industry practices to 

identify leaks at substantially less cost than EPA's proposed 

framework. EPA's proposal places an economic burden on 

owners/operators of low production wells that is not justi-

fied or supported.  

• EPA Utilizes Inaccurate Data to Justify "Zero-

Emitting" BSER for Pneumatic Controllers and 

Pumps.  

 

Concurrent with this supplemental proposal, EPA has pro-

posed revisions to its GHRP rules and acknowledges that 

current GHGRP rules yield inaccurate and poor-quality 

emissions data. Further, EPA acknowledges that this inac-

curate data from historic GHGRP inventories was used to 

justify its cost-effectiveness evaluation for the “zero-

emitting” proposed BSER for pneumatic controllers and 

pumps. EPA knowingly utilizes historical GHGRP Invento-

ries that overstate methane emissions by as much as 96 

percent for intermittent-bleed pneumatic devices to make the 

reasonableness determination work. Pneumatic controllers 

and pumps are not the problem EPA portrays them to be. 

EPA needs to withdraw the current “zero-emitting” BSER 

for pneumatic devices and consider the BSER alternatives 

proposed below.  

• The Super-Emitter Response Program Should be 

Revised to Address Unexpected Significant Releases, 

Without Subjecting Owners/Operators to Significant 

Expense.  

 

Malfunctions happen and equipment breaks such that greater 

than anticipated emissions to the atmosphere occur. The 

owner/operator of such equipment should not be character-

ized as a "super-emitter" and the negative connotations asso-

ciated with such a label. EPA should clarify that any infor-

mation submitted by a "third-party notifier" cannot be used 

as the basis for enforcement. Additionally, third-party notifi-

ers should be required to post a bond or other financial as-

surances that would compensate owners/operators for the 

cost associated with responding to an alleged unexpected 

significant release that is ultimately determined to not be an 

unexpected significant release.  

See the full document Here 

Methane Coalition Comments Submitted on 
Proposed Emissions Guidelines 

file:///C:/Users/depau/OneDrive/lexar/Cynthia/Board of Directors/Committees/Regulatory/2023/Producer Associations Comments on 12.6.2022 NSPS.pdf
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February 7, 2023 

 

To Members of Congress:  

Each year, millions of new Americans retire from their jobs. 

Most of these retirees will have spent decades working hard 

to save as much money as they are able to in order to sustain 

them through a decade or more of retirement. The savings 

these Americans rely on are often managed by employer-

sponsored plans (such as 401ks), for which the federal gov-

ernment established minimum standards and safeguards in 

the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

(ERISA).  

A pernicious practice known as Environmental, Social, and 

Governance (ESG) investing has emerged over the past sev-

eral decades. Rather than prioritize the financial well-being 

and stability of retirees, ESG seeks to advance ideological 

goals related to environmental policy and other divisive sub-

jects. While it is a tenet of a free society that people ought to 

be able to use their own money as they see fit (including ad-

vancing their own particular priorities), ESG is a misappro-

priation of retirees’ savings by money managers for their 

own political agendas. Most Americans think it’s a bad idea 

for companies to use their financial influence to advance a 

political or social agenda, as is the case in ESG investing.1  

Forcing Americans into ESG investment is not only political-

ly inappropriate, it is also financially irresponsible. Accord-

ing to research from the University of Chicago, mutual funds 

scoring highly on ESG factors are constantly outperformed 

by funds rated lowest for ESG.2 Moreover, 85 percent of the 

country does not even know what “ESG” is, and therefore 

would not be aware of the financial risks their retirement 

account managers are subjecting them to when they actively 

pursue ESG investment decisions.3  

Under the Trump-Pence administration, the U.S. government 

protected retirees from this kind of abuse by issuing a rule 

clarifying that, under ERISA, the managers of retirement 

funds could not engage in ESG investment if it would have a 

negative impact on retiree’s savings or expose them to addi-

tional risks (“Financial Factors in Selecting Plan Invest-

ments”).  

Tragically, on November 22, 2022, the Biden administration 

chose to undermine the Trump-Pence safeguards by issuing 

their own ERISA rule that would make it easier for retirement 

fund managers to imperil retirees’ savings. With 22 percent of 

Americans set to be relying upon their retirement savings and 

benefits in 2050, this policy of misappropriation cannot be 

allowed to stand.  

Fortunately, Congress can overturn the Biden administra-

tion’s dangerous ESG rule through the Congressional Review 

Act (CRA). Under the CRA, the new Congress can review 

and disapprove of rules issued in the last 60 days of the previ-

ous Congress. There is a limited lookback period authorized 

under the CRA, so it is critical that Congress act quickly.  

Today, Senator Mike Braun and Representative Andy Barr 

introduced joint resolutions which would block Biden’s 

ERISA rule and protect Americans from dangerous invest-

ment management practices. We, the undersigned organiza-

tions and officials, are calling on every member of the United 

Protect Americans’ Savings from Ideological Embezzlement  

Support the Braun/Barr CRA Resolution on ESG  

DEPA Joins Support Letter 



 

DEPA Report on Industry, Leadership, Legislation, and Energy Regulation     February  2023         7 

This letter was written and spearhead-

ed by Advancing American Freedom 

(AAF).  AAF is a 501(c)(4) organiza-

tion advocating for Conservative val-

ues and policy proposals.   
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What You Missed on Twitter this Month 

       if you don’t participate 

Senator Kennedy: Dr. Litterman, how long have you been studying 

climate change and possible solutions? 

Dr. Robert Litterman: “… let’s say 15” 

Senator Kennedy:  “Okay, how about you Dr. Holtz-Eakin” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “Oh about, ah, 25” 

Senator Kennedy: “Dr. Litterman,  how much would it cost to make the United States of America carbon neutral by 2050?” 

Dr. Litterman: “I don’t know sir.” 

Senator Kennedy: “So you are advocating we do these things, but you don’t the ultimate cost?” 

Dr. Litterman: “Yes, absolutely. I certainly don’t know the  ultimate cost, and its very uncertain.  It depends on innovations, it depends 

  on….<broad gesture>“ 

Senator Kennedy: “Yes I understand. I’m just trying to lay a foundation and understand your expert testimony. Dr. Holtz-Easkin, do you 

     know how much it will cost to make the United States of America carbon neutral by 2050?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin:  “Depends how you do it. If we do it all on the federal budget directing things it would be super expensive.” 

Senator Kennedy: “Public and private dollars.  Its ultimately private dollars anyway.” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin:  “I agree.” 

Senator Kennedy: “So how much?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “You’re going to look at 50 trillion dollars.” 

Senator Kennedy: “50 Trillion dollars, okay.  (pause in thought) If we make the United States of America carbon neutral, by 2050, by 

     spending 50 trillion dollars, which you are advocating I gather?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “no.” 

Senator Kennedy: “okay. Then strike that last part.  I’m wrong, you’re not advocating, you ARE advocating something.” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “If you’re going to do something, do something smart. That’s what I am advocating.” 

Senator Kennedy: “Okay, if we spend 50 trillion dollars to make the United States of American carbon neutral by 2050, how much will 

      that lower world temperatures?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “I can’t answer because I can’t know what China and India and the rest of the globe has done.” 

Senator Kennedy: “Okay, have you heard anybody from the Biden administration say how much it will lower world temperatures?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: (thoughtful pause) “no” 

Senator Kennedy: “Does anybody know how much it will lower world temperatures?” 

Dr. Holtz-Easkin: “No, no one can know for sure.” 

Senator Kennedy: “Okay, Dr. Litterman, if we spend 50 trillion dollars, or however much it takes, to make the United States carbon neutral 

      by 2050, how much will it lower the world temperatures?” 

Dr. Litterman: “Senator that depends on the rest of the world. We have to work with the rest of the world. We’re in this together. Its one 

  world! We can’t build a wall around the United States and say...” 

Senator Kennedy: “.. What if, we spend 50 trillion dollars, Europe corporates, most Western 

                   democracies corporate, but India and China don’t.  How much will our 

                   50 trillion dollars lower world temperatures?” 

Dr. Litterman: “We are in this together Senator, we have to get the world to work together.” 

Senator Kennedy: “I understand. I get that. How much will it lower world temperatures?” 

Dr. Litterman: “If China and India do not help?” 

Senator Kennedy: “yes” 
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2023 

 

  Purposeful 

Be assured DEPA  will continue to be prepared, passionate, and persistent  

when it comes to representing your interests in Washington, D.C. 

OUR WORK IS CRITICAL.  YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL. 

We look forward to working with you. 

Our charge for 2022 was Rational.  Going into 2023 DEPA will continue to seek rational 

decisions, while we keep purposeful goals in mind.  Our leaders and voters need to 

overcome the emotional response to the inaccurate messages and keep the purpose of 

our industry in mind- The welfare of the US, and the world starts with energy.   DEPA will 

bring facts and clear thinking to the table where challenges are being discussed. 

“Efforts and courage are not enough 

without purpose and direction”        

               - John F. Kennedy 

pur-pose-ful (adjective) /ˈpərpəsf(ə)l/ 

1: Having or showing determination or resolve 

    2: Having a useful purpose 

      3: Intentional 
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www. 
depausa.  

org 

Member Information: Member Levels: 

  $100,000: DEPA Underwriter 

 $75,000: Lead Investor  

 $50,000: Executive Investor 

 $25,000: Principal Investor 

 $15,000: Partner Investor 

 $10,000: Associate Investor 

       $5,000: Affiliate Investor 

       $2,500: Colleague 

       $1,000: Advocate 

           $500: Friend of the Industry 

           $100: DEPA Supporter 

DEPA  P.O. Box 33190       Tulsa, OK  74135  

www.depausa.org         405-669-6646  

Domestic Energy Producers Alliance, Inc.  

is a 501(C)(6) not-for-profit organization.   

Remittance is not deductible as charitable,  

but 70% may be deductible as ordinary business expenses.   

Tax ID #26-43968612019 

Return completed form and payment to:  

  “ ’

, …

, , , 

… , 

.   

’ ’

, .” 

       -Judy Stark, Pres. Panhandle Producers and Royalty    

         Owners Assoc, on the fight to protect the oil and gas 

          industry from misinformation 

Member Name:___________________________________________________ 

Company Name:__________________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________________________________ 

Primary Email:____________________________________________________ 

Secondary Email:__________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:___________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________________________________________ 

State:_____________________________________ Zip:____________________ 



Dear DEPA Members, 

 

The welfare of the US, and the world starts with energy.   

In 2023 our mission is to be purposeful.  “Efforts and 

courage are not enough with out purpose and direction.”  

DEPA will continue the effort to seek rational decisions, 

while we keep purposeful goals on the forefront of our 

agenda.  Our leaders and voters need to overcome the  

emotional response to the inaccurate messages and keep  

the purpose of our industry in mind.  DEPA will bring facts 

and clear thinking to the table where challenges are being 

discussed. 

 

Please do what you can to support our efforts by donating  

to our DEPA PAC.  PAC donation rules are very stringent.   

Please follow the instructions on the donation card to make 

your contribution. 

Thank you for all you do, and for your support of DEPA, and 

our mission.    

 

 

 

 

Jerry Simmons 

DEPA President/CEO 



DONATE TODAY! 
Fill out these forms and send 

them in with your support of 

our mission work in 2022. 


